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What a difference seven months can make!

Lynchburg, Virginia: Seven months ago, the Lynchburg Humane Society reevaluated its services and decided that sweeping changes were needed in order to save more animals' lives.  Today, the Lynchburg Humane Society is celebrating the overwhelming success of these life-saving efforts and anticipates even greater results in the future. From July 2009 through January 2010, the LHS saw a 65% reduction in its euthanasia rate compared with the same time last year; that equates to 569 fewer animals euthanized.  But what is most surprising is that the “save rate” (or “live release rate”) rose from 46% to 72% for July through January.   The live release rate is the percentage of animals that leave the LHS alive through adoption, return to owner and transfer to other organizations.  With its new and innovative programs such as an appointment system for owners needing to surrender their pets, re-homing services, a foster program, low-cost spay/neuter, and adoption events, the LHS has been able to reduce its animal intake, help owners keep or re-home their pets, increase adoptions and slow the intake of surrendered pets.  

“More animals are making it out of our shelter alive; we are making great progress with the help of the community,” says Makena Yarbrough, Executive Director.
Continues Yarbrough, “We know that kitten season is fast approaching, so we are concerned that our save rate will decline. We honestly can’t do this life-saving work without help from the community. That includes everything from donations, volunteering, and owners willing to wait to bring us their pets because they know it gives their animals a better chance. In return, this helps the other homeless and lost animals who don’t have anyone to advocate for them.” 

The Lynchburg Humane Society is a non-profit animal welfare organization that provides a safe environment for the lost, abandoned, and homeless animals of the Lynchburg community.  We strive to promote humane and responsible treatment of animals, unite lost pets with their families, and find loving homes for the animals in our care.

For more information about the Lynchburg Humane Society and ways you can support our life-saving programs, we encourage you to contact Makena Yarbrough, at 434-846-1358, ext. #13 or visit our website at www.lynchburghumanesociety.org.  Donations can be made online or mailed to the Lynchburg Humane Society, 3305 Naval Reserve Road, Lynchburg, VA 24501.
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